
The California Beverage Container Recycling Act

Beverage Manufacturer

• Buys new containers
• Fills and sells to distributor
• Pays processing fee to the
    Department of Conservation

Distributor

• Sells filled containers to retailer
• Invoices for CRV
• Pays redemption value to the  
   Department of Conservation

Processor

• Buys containers from recycler  
• Pays refund value and  
    scrap value
• Cancels material
• Sells to manufacturer for
    scrap value
• Pays processing payment to 
    recyclers (includes processing
   fee offsets)

Containers

CRV

 Processing Fee/Payment

Other Payment

Flow of Payments under the Beverage Container Recycling Program

• Returns empty containers  to 
   recycler for:
    • Refund value (CRV) 
    • Applicable scrap value

• Pays refund value to processor     
• Pays processing payment to processor
• Pays handling fees to convenience zone  (CZ) operators 
• Funds departmental administration 
• Makes supplemental payments to curbside operators

 Uses a portion of redemption value revenues to offset manufacturers’ full 
    processing fee assessments 

 
 

• Buys recycled materials from  
    processor and pays scrap value
• Manufactures new containers

Container Manufacturer

• Buys recycled materials from  
    processor and pays scrap value
• Manufactures other,   
   non-container products 
    (e.g., fiberglass, carpets)

Other End User

Consumer

Department of Conservation
Beverage Container Recycling Program

Retailer

• Sells to consumer and charges 
   CRV
• Redeems containers when a
   convenience zone is unserved

Recycler

• Receives empty containers  
    from consumer
• Pays refund value and applicable 
    scrap value to consumer 
• Sells empty containers to 
    processor
• Receives processing payment
   from processor 
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